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One of several farms southwest of Pocomoke City long held by the Merrill 

family, a small grouping ot mid nineteenth century farm buildings remains 

near the site of the 1847 farmhouse that stood on the property at the 

time the site was surveyed in the winter of 1990. The tvo-story seven-

bay frame dwelling followed the regional stepped or telescope form with a 

side hall/parlor main block, a single-story hyphen. The three-part house, 

dating to 1647, was trimmed with modest Federal/Greek Revival woodwork 

Includnlg six-panel doors, plain comer block surrounds, and a rectangular 

baluster stair. The middle room or hyphen contained built-in cupboards, 

indicating it was used for dining. 

>̂  Due to the prevailing popularity of plcturesqure crose-gabled frame 

houses during the late nineteenth century, the hyphen was raised to a two-

story height even with the main block and a gable was centered on the 

reworked five-bay facade. A round arched window pierced the gable 

front. Shortly after the turn of the twentieth century, in 1902, a two-

story kitchen wing was attached to the rear. 

The house was joined on the site by a large gable-front barn, a 

gable-front granary, a log corn crib, a frame dairy, a log smokehouse, and 

a log slave quarter, one of the few to survive in Worcester County. The 

slave house, which still survives on the farm, is a horzontal log structure 

with full-dovetailed corner notches. Stout posts, pinned in placed In the 

four inside corners, helped add stability to the one-room plan house. 
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The farm, located on the north side of Cedar Hall Road, was part 

ol the large landholdlngs of Levi Merrill (1602-1871), who is listed In the 

1850 U. S. Census with his wife Eliza and six children. Ten yean later 

his assets, estimated for the i860 census, were listed at $30,000, making 

hln one of the most prominent farmers in southwestern Vforcestcr County. 

After his death in 1871 the farms were divided between his sons, and 

Major R. Merrill (1824-1887) resided on this farm, then comprising around 

275 acres. 
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The Merrill farm ia located on the north aide of Cedar Hall Road 
southwest of Poooffloka City, Worcester County, Maryland. The feu-in 
oonplez ia l4X»ted at the end of a long lane that intersects Cedar Rail 
Road approsiiaataly one mile sotzth of the comer of Dun Swaap Road. 

The fam complex oontalna a dated 1847 dwelling, a large gable^ 
firont hay barn, a granary, a corncrlb, a dairy, a amokehouae, and a foraer 
slave quarter. The house haa reached a serious state of deterixuration, as 
have the bam and granary. The smokehouse and granary, two of the 
horisontal log structures, are in relatively good oondidon. 

Dated by an etched brick to 1847, the farmhouse is a stepped house 
built in three principal stages. The initial dwelling involved three sections 
aecdLons in descending height from the side hall/parlor main block. The 
center section, a slightly ahorter two-story, two-bay structure joined 
another two-atory, two-bay section that waa shorter yet. Around 1870, 
the roof of the center section was raised to the same level as the madn 
block, and a croas gable was centered on the new roof slope. Thia 
addition achieved tJie general appearance of a two-and-a-half story five-
bay dwelling. In 1902 a two-story service wing was attached to the back 
oC the easternmost section to form an elJ. 

The main house ia a two-and-a-half story, ftve-bay firame structure 
supported by a low brick fbundatlon. Sheathed in aabeatoe shingles over 
weatherboards, the houae is covered by a medium pitahei wood shingle 
n>o£. The uneven fenestration points to the dlfBsrent building periods. 
Etched in the sputh face of the westam chimney ia the date "1847," 

The south (main) facade is marked by a alightly asymmetrical, five 
bay elevation with a center entrance and flanking window openinga. The 
centrally positioned six-panel door ia topped by a four-light transom, and 
the entire entrance i i framed by a molded surround. A large part of the 
six-over-aix window aaah have been broken out. One turned half poet and 
part of the roof remains of a alngle story porch that stretched across the 
full front of the house. The second floor was lighted by five six-over-aix 
sash windows. Plerdng the croea gable is an arched two-over-two sash 
window. 

The east gable end of the main block is largely covered by the two-
story, two-bay by one room wing. The south aide la marked by a alngle 
six-panel door as well as an adjacent aix-over-aix sash window. The 
second floor ia llghtsd by two evenly spaced aix-over-six sash windows. A 
front porch once extended to shelter the entrance into this section aa 
well. 

(continued) 
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On« of »«v«r*l farms «outhwegt of Pocomoke City long held by the Merrill family, a 
•mall arouplno of mid nineteenth century farm buildings remain* near the aite of the 
1847 farmhouae that atood on the property at the time the »ite vat aurvayed In the 
winter of 1990. The two-atory aeven-bay frame dwelling followed the regional 
stepped Of telescope form with a side hall/parlor main block, a single-story hyphen. 
The three-part house, dating to 1847, was trimmed with modest Federal/Greek 
Revival woodwork includnlg six-panel doors, plain corner block surrounds, and a 
rectangular baluster stair. The middle room or hyphen contained built-in cupboards. 
Indicating it was used for dining. 

Due to the prevailing popularity of picturasqure cross-gabled frame houses 
during the late nineteenth century, the hyphen was raised to a two-story height 
even t l t h the main block and a gable was t««""<» »"«;;'^*/'*:%'i. ,h i TJiiiJ Jf 
facade. A round arched window pierced the gable front. Shortly after the turn of 
the twentieth century, In 1902, a two-story kitchen wing was attached to the raar. 

The house was Joined on the site by a large gabl*-front barn, a «»^l*-/"n5. , 
granary, a log com ir lb . a frame dairy, a log smokehouse, and a log .Tave quarter 
Si* of the few to survive in Worcester County. The slave house, which still 
JSJvlve* tn the f a r " 1. a ho?zontal log structure with full-dovetailed corner 
n S e s * Stout posts, pinned in placed In the four inside corners, helped add 
stability to the one-room plan house. 

The farm, located on the north side of C«dar Hall Road, / • • P*''* »' *»»«g 
large landholdlngs of Levi Merrill (1802-1871). who is ll«t«<l in <»»« i«50 ";^f*. 
Census with his wife ElUa and six children. Ten years later his assets, estimated 
7 « t ie Tseo census, were listed at $30,000. making him one of the most prominent 
fJJmers in southwestern Worcester County, / f t er hi . death In l̂ ^J the farms were 
divided between his sons, and Major R. Merrill (1824-1887) resided on this farm, 
then comprising around 275 acres. 
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1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 
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Pocomoke City, MD 
Quadrangle, 1968 
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WO-350 Merrill Farm, south elevation 


